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RED AND BLACK STONES

a Silesian Legend
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Long, long ago, Slesia was covered witiv thick, ancient forests: People
wsed woodl for keeping Hhelr cottoges warm v winter, becaunse they diodint
know-that their land was ricihe i coal.

I one village, there were two- brothversy — the riche one, Ellasz, and the
poor one — Matyjasz. They were botiv very
fond of a beantiful gurl, Hamudka.
Honuwdka really Uked the poor brotirer,

Moatyjosz, wirichh made iy brotiver very
Jealows,

Eliasz decided to- ask s wneles for
advice. They suggested that he showld
propose to- Hanudka, Huy showing her his

gooodl nfentlons. But, as F
tuwrned owt, Matyjasz had
Hhe same lea. Old women

. the village  staurted
spreading rumowrsy that
Hanuwdka would, choose Hais
brothver wihose guft she

|
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wounld enjoy better.

Evil wneles, who |had 3
adlwoys preferred Ellasz, ﬁ
adwiseds him to- get rid of

Motyjasz. So- one day,
when botiv brotivers were
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owt n Hhe woods, he did :
so, by  Hwowing  his :
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brotrer dowwn o tree hollows

Motyjosz wus folling for quite a wiule.
Swddendy, he found himself deep wnder Hie
ground. When he opened iy eyes, he saw a
strange creatuwre. I+ was the Treaswrer, nows
kinoww for and wide as Hre glhost protector of
the mines and
the miners

He s kind and
helpful +o the
people wivo- are good, but the evil people
shhouddl be really afraid of him!

The Treasuwrer took pity on Matyjasz and
ganve him sometivng special — a few lumps
of conl.

When Moatyjosz returned to- iy village, he
sow~ that his brotiver had gwen Hanuwdka o

beavtiful and very expensive coral necklace.
Motyjasz felt very sy, but he decided to- act:

He came wp to- the grl witiv
his present — o handful of
black stones. Which  guft

shoouwdodl Hre girl choose?
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the day was cold and wet and He damp branches were not gwing off
much heat, Matyjasz Huew- some of tihe black stones unto- the flreplace.
And just imagne what happened! Soon e wivole room was fllled witiv
cosy warmtiv
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Hanuwdko realized Hrat the black stones coudd be very wseful not ondy for
her, but also- for the people from her village: That'y wivy she chose tie
black stones for her wedding guft and. Matyjasz for her hushand.

G vy

They got married and — of cowrse- lived happly ever after and the
people un the village didw't hhave to- suffer from colol any move.
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